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Special Event of

interest Go and get some water with this, my son.

o Thursday, November Wrap-up of 48vows (1)

23rdat 10am. How to read the 48 Vows!?

e Interfaith Thanksgiving

Service hosted by . L.
When | was in Japan more than 40 years ago, one old minister told me about an unforgettable

® University Park UMC learning moment he experienced when he was a little boy. His story has stayed with me and |
é'e?,:'r lé"gegs(;;yl g"’d' would like to share it with you now because his experience is truly and deeply related to the
' working of Dharma. His short message also points out a serious mistake we make when we
learn the Teaching.

His episode goes as follows: One day his Mom handed him a straw basket and said, “Go and
Inside this issue: get some water with this.” He complied with her instructions and went to water, scooping the
basket a couple of times. But, with each upward scoop, the basket remained empty. He went
back to Mom and said, “Mom, | tried hard, but | could not get any water with the basket!”
“Did you recognize any difference between in and out of the water, my son?” Mom asked.
“Well, the basket just got wet,” he answered.

“That’s right. This basket just got wet. You can not get water with the basket, but | know the

Rev. Thompson’s 2
message

Temple Condo- 2

. way to see the basket full of water. When you hold the basket in the water, you see it filled
with water,” she said. Although he was young and could not understand what she said, her
Japanese Article 3 words had stayed in his mind for years. Then, after he learned Jodoshinshu, he realized the true

meaning of his Mother’s lesson.
Dharma School 4

news The young mother was a Nembutsu follower and she guided her son to become a wonderful
Adult Dharma 4 minister in the future. Her intention was deep. When we listen to Dharma we try to under-
Classes

stand it, or we try to scoop up Dharma. We join services and lectures to listen to Dharma,
and we get knowledge and understanding of Dharma. We, however, just get wet like the bas-

Monthly Offer- 5 ket. But when we find ourselves in the Dharma, we are filled with it. Dharma starts working

Ings on us vividly.

DBT Aikido 6
In other words, when we listen to Dharma in the subject (l)-object relation (Dharma), we just
get wet like the basket. We are not filled with Dharma. But when we listen to Dharma in the
subject (l)-subject (Dharma) relation, we surely see ourselves in the Dharma and we come to

November 7 realize the true working of Dharma. It is simply because Dharma is made to be so.

Shotsuki

For example, please remember the 1* Vow of Amida Buddha. It says that there is no anger,

December calen- 8 greed, and ignorance in My Country. Do you want to know the meanings of anger, greed, and

Sy ignorance? Or, do you see them in you with eyes in mind? Don’t try to scoop up Dharma, but
9 put yourself in Dharma and identify yourself there. Find yourself in the Nembutsu.

November calen- In Gassho,

dar Rev. Doei Fujii
10

Membership




MOIlthly Salutations from Rev. Diana Thompson

Hello everyone, welcome to November, the lot of 'turkey', 'hats', 'gravy' etc. (Largely food-
month of Thanksgiving. This is the time of year based for obvious reasons.) They were fun and
when we gather with loved ones to share food simple to do and so this year, [ decided that I

and laughter, watch football and the Macy's pa- would like to try and do another one. I will use the
rade, indulge in couch naps and, of course, to word '"Thanksgiving', but instead of describing the
express gratitude. Gratitude is hugely important holiday itself, I will use it to describe our religious
for us as Jodo Shinshu Buddhists as it informs gratitude.

our practice and the way that we approach the Think Happily About Nembutsu, Knowing Surely
world. In times of great joy or great sorrow, we (that the) Great Inconceivable Vow Is Never

can be grateful that no matter what has happened  Gone.

or what we have done, the great wisdom and And so, this Thanksgiving, as we are gathered
compassion of Amida is always surrounding us. around with our loved ones and recalling the things
When we recite Nembutsu, we are expressing that we are truly grateful for, we can also recall the
this gratitude. It is the call of Amida Buddha, warm wisdom/compassion of the Buddha. We can
urging us to find our true selves and inviting us put our hands together in gassho, recite the Nem-
to return to our home of homes in the Pure Land  butsu, and share this wisdom/compassion with all
of Enlightenment. It is also our response to this beings.

call; an expression of gratitude for the great wis-
dom and compassion that guides us.
Thanksgiving is indeed a holiday meant for us to
reflect on and be grateful for all we have, but
when I was in elementary school it was also a
time when we made paper hand-turkeys and col-
ored pictures of cornucopias. We also did acros-
tics. I recall doing several of these using the
words 'thanks', 'thank you' or 'Thanksgiving' and
because with acrostics each letter is used to de-
scribe the word that you are using, there was a
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Greetings from Dharma School!

By Sara Downey Robinson, Co-Superintendent

Dharma Discussion
With Rev. Thompson

November 7, 14, 21 & 28
Tuesdays at 11:30 a.m.

Friday, November 17th
at 7:00 p.n.

Discussion preceded by a
short service

You are invited to join in
dharma discussions that
cover such topics as Amida
Buddha and the PurelLand,
basic temple etiquette,
onaijin objects and other
concepts related to Jodo
Shinshu Buddhism. Bring
your own questions and
thoughts to keep the dis-
cussions lively and relevant.

Contact

Diana Thompson Sensei at
303.295.1844 OR
dthompson@tsdbt.org

Dates and times are subject
to change. Contacting Diana
Sensei ahead of time is highly

Thank you to all families who
participated in Aki Matsuri! We
had a terrific time as usual and
are especially thankful to YBA
for providing a delicious lunch
for the Sangha.

We are gearing up for Turkey
Bingo on Nov. 19th! Be sure to
join us and support Dharma
School, play some Bingo and
have a great time. If you're
interested in volunteering,
please let me know. We're also
seeking donations for raffles
and turkey donations for
prizes!

Let's make this the best Turkey
Bingo yet!

I've been so fortunate as
Dharma School Superintendent
to be able to visit so many
classes this year and | am very
impressed with the work going
on every Sunday in our class-
rooms. Our dedicated teachers
are helping teach our youngest
Sangha members the Dharma
in creative and innovative
ways.

There will be no Dharma
School on Nov. 26th but we
invite all Dharma School fami-
lies to participate in the
Thanksgiving Interfaith Service.

Bake Sale for November will
be:

Nov. 5th - Band

Nov. 12th - DBT Dancers
Nov. 19th - YBA will provide
Lunch for Turkey Bingo

Thank you to everyone for
your continued support for our

Dharma School.

Sara Downey Robinson

Turkey Bingo & Raffle
Sunday, November 19th

Sponsored by DBT Dharma School

Lunch provided by YBA

Games begin promptly at 12 noon

PRIZES
FOOD
FRIENDS
LAUGHTER

YOU ARE INVITED!
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Tri-State/Denver Buddhist Temples gratefully acknowledges donations and offerings
recetved from September 1, 2017—September 30, 2017:

Autumnal Ohigan
Don Akiyama

Audrey & Jay Charness
Miyuki Mabel Googins
Cindy Horiuchi

Ken & Amy Inouye

Beulah & Tsutomu Kagiyama
Charles Kagiyama

Jack & Alice Kimura
Manabu & Junko Kimura
Ayako Kimura

Frank Miyazawa

Alice Nishimoto

Kumiko Ohtake

Joe & Jill Ozaki

Mike & Sara Robinson
Hank & Irene Shibao
Sayoko Takata

Hisae & Michio Taniwaki
Gary & Debbie Yamashita
Fumiko Yamashita

Richard & Michiko Yoshida

Offering Box
anonymous

4%/5% Grade

Armijo Family

Jr. YBA

Jane Kano

Preschool Dharma Class

Obon Donation
Frances Furukawa
Dat & Naomi Nguyen

Facilities Usage
DBT Judo Dojo

Wed Nite Bball

September Shotsuki donation
Elaine & Ted Tsumura

Sumi & Yosh Akiyama ...

Miyoko Murata

Sayoko Takata .......c.cecoeeeuruveuenee
Families of Tosh&Mary Tawara

Yuri & Michael Gorin

Betty & Yo Shimamoto

Sakamoto Family .......
Miyuki Mabel Googins ............

Lillian & Phillip Miyazawa

Sakamoto Family ......ccceoeeeeuvevuncunenee
Sue Murahata

Ida Sasaki

Donation ..............ceeeerennne.

Charles Kagiyama
Charles Kagiyama ........

Eijiro & Michiko Fuji .........

Kanya & Judy Okamoto
Carolyn Takeshita

Hiroko Hung .............

Grace Hori

Phyllis Kajiwara

in memory of

Amy Tsumura

Frank Higa

Hitoshi & John Tawara
Fujie Nishi

Fujie Nishi

Hitoshi Tawara

John Akio Tawara
James & Grace Shimada
Kaichi Sadahiro
Muneko Furuiye
Norma Lou Yoshimura
Sally & Kaz Sakamoto
Sally & Kaz Sakamoto
Sueki Joe Murahata
Tom Sasaki

for reason of

Kitchen Fund

Legacy Endowment Fund

visiting family from Japan

for birth of grandson

in memory of Mickey Takeshita

in memory of Ming Hung

in memory of John & Kazuko Hori

in memory of Kikuno Kajiwara — 50 yrs




Tomiki Aikido in Akita, Japan 2017

Submitted by Ron Abo Sensei

4 T — iy 34T AT
B ational TomiKi A!K'%OAfkﬁdo Tournam
2ol Itnhtianrt[:arnational competitive E E R & il AR
Z%ﬁ%&m@ﬁsﬁ:ﬁhziuw #t— ‘

DBT Aikido recently attended the International Aikido Festival and The weather there was pleasantly cooler than the sweltering 90°
Tournament in Akita, Japan. Those representing DBT Aikido were Sen- and high humidity of Tokyo. There were demonstrations and semi-
sei Ron Abo, Ryan Abo, Michael Anderson and Kyle Ramey. DBT Ai- nars by high ranking sensei from 9 countries. The US Team entered
kido is also a member of the Tomiki Sport Aikido Association (TSAA) into all of the competitive events that included various kata (a series
USA Chaired by Shihan Seiji Tanaka. TSAA USA had || people attend- of choreographed techniques) and free sparring with a tanto (foam
ing including Shihan Tanaka. Shihan Tanaka is a graduate of Wasada rubber knife) and hand-to-hand.

University in Tokyo. Tanaka studied directly under Professor Kenji The last day was a visit to the grave of Shihan Kenji Tomiki and a
Tomiki, the founder of the sport style of Aikido. Shihan Tanaka was tour of his hometown, Kakunodate, which is an ancient city of many
able to arrange a joint training session between the US Team and the samurai houses and we were able to see first-hand how samurai
Wasada University Team at the Wasada University Campus in Shinjuku, lived.

Tokyo. We took the Shinkansen (bullet train) back to Tokyo and some of

The festival and tournament was held at the Tazawako Sport Center ina  us got to experience a capsule hotel (not bad!) We all enjoyed the
ski resort in Akita, Japan. It was in the mountains of northern Honshu. sights, sounds, food , sake and new friendships.

BCA Ministers’ Association and National Council Meeting

Together in Gassho

DoubleTree Inn by Hilton - Sacramento, CA
February 21-25, 2018

Registration Materials were sent to temples in October

§




Ine Ajisaka

Kichiro Akiyama
Kamekichi Ando
Chiyeko Aoki
Martha Arakawa
Naojiro Ariki
Naomi Brockman
Susan Hanatani Burkhardt
Yoshi Chikuma

Fred Kumaji Doizaki
Sumire Doizaki

Ura Doizaki

William Masashi Doizaki
Hisao Haley Fujii
Jean lkuye Fujimoto
Hisayo Furukawa
Itsuno Hara

Ugi Harada

Saju Hasegawa
Masaye Hashimoto
Kikuno Hayashi
Makoto Hideshima
Gary Lee Higa
Gladys Reiko Hiraoka
Yutaka Honjo
Masako Hopp
Shigeko Horiuchi
Toyo Horiuchi
Tsuneo Horiuchi
Nakao Hoshijima
Earl Hiroshi Imanaka
James Inamasu
Shigeru Inamasu
Taju Inamasu
Yoshie Inouye
Kaname Isahashi
Betty Ishiguro
Tatsuo Roy Iwahashi
Haruko Iwahiro
Hisako Iwakiri

Taka Iwata

Misao Kagiyama
Sam Fujio Kato
Akira Kawanabe
Miyono Kawano
Haru Kawashima
Frank Sueo Kimura
Kazuo Kimura
Sunao Kinoshita
Tsuchi Kinoshita
Tsuma Kishimoto
Mitsuo Frank Kishiyama

November Shotsuki Names

(Sangha members who have passed away in the month of November)

Takako Kishiyama
Yuichi Kiyonaga
Kojima Takaharu
Kojima Takao
Mihoko Kondo

Katy Shizue Koshio
Asano Koto

Shosuke Kuroki
Logan Kusuno

Mark Isamu Kutsuma
Yaye Kuwabara
Kamematsu Masunaga
Sutekichi Matsubara
Isamu Sam Matsuda
Shunso Matsuda
Shiro Matsuno
Tomeko Mayeda
Kazuo Miyahara
Kimiye Miyake
Misumasa Miyake
Genichi Miyamoto
Chizuko Mary Miyauchi
Kiju Yamashita Miyoshi
Shigeo Miyoshi

Akira Mizunaga
Shingeru Momoi
Lucy Akiko Mori

Toi Morimitsu
Torajiro Mugishima
Anna Murahata
Matasaku Murai
Kenji Murakami
Linda Kimiko Murakami
Otokichi Murakami
Haru Murata

Mitsu Murata
Masako Nakadoi
Elton Kunisaburo Nakamoto
Suga Nakasawa
Harry Soichi Nakatsu
Atsumu Nakatsuka
Masako Nakayama
Yoshio Nigo
Kenichiro Nishi

Bob Akira Noguchi
Nagafumi Nomura
Maki Numokawa
Howard Oda
Toyosuke Ogura
Gonshiro Okada
Tsuya Okamoto

Bill Mitsuo Okubo

Paul Den Ono
Yone Ono
Shuji Osaki
Yoshihiro Otaka
John Sadahiro
Nobu Sadahiro
Helene Haruko Saeda
Shinpachi Saeki
Robert Kingi Sakaguchi
Shin Ichi Sakai
Takeno Sakamoto
Kie Sameshima
Hayami Russ Sato
Teruko Sato
Tatsuo Sera
Howard Haruo Shibao
Yoshi Shibao
Tatsuo Shibata
Hikoichi Shimamoto
Wesley Shimoda
Emiko Ruth Suekama
Ukichi Sumida
Francis Masaaki Suzuki
Harry Tatsuo Tabuchi
Albert Tokio Tagawa
Hazel Haruko Tagawa
Kikue Takahashi
Tokuhei Takamori
Tsuyako Takata
Fujitaro Takemoto
Yonekichi Takeuchi
Nobuko Tanabe
Kenzuchi Tanaka
Sam Shozo Tanaka
Allen Hiroshi Tani
Kiyo Tani
Masato Mike Tashiro
Chitose Tateyama
Mitsutaro Tawara
Shizue Terada
Jim Naoiuki Tochihara
Mary Asako Tokunaga
Shinkichi Tokunaga
Yoshiyuki Tsuchiya
George Eiichi Tsukiji
Nobuye Tsushima
Noboru Tsutsumi
Shannon Miki Oshiro
Umetani
Lily Urano
Goro Watanabe
Miyoko Yago

Seihichi Yago

Kiso Yamada

Masakimi Yamada
Shiro Yamada

Sahei Yamaguchi

Hatsu Yamao

Betty Ayako Yamashita
Sannosuke Yamashita
Kazuyo Yasumichi
Asajiro Yonekura
Miyuki Yonemoto
Shintaro George Yoshihara
Hideichi Yoshimoto
Soji Yoshimoto

Mich Yoshimura

Chiye Yunoki

Shotsuki Monthly
Memorial Service

November 19, 2017
The Shotsuki Service is a gen-
eral memorial service held on
a montly basis for members
and friends of the temple who
have passed away during the
month of service. Although
there are major memorial (hoji)
services set at specific time
intervals such as 49" Day, 1°
Year, 3" Year, 7th, 13th, 17th,
25th, 33rd and 50th years, the
temple provides families with
monthly memorial Shotsuki
services held in conjunction
with regularly scheduled Sun-
day services, so family mem-
bers will have the opportunity
to pay respect and gratitude to
loves ones who have passed
away in that particular month.
Donation by affected family
members is appreciated: $50/
observance.
In Gassho
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Tri-State/Denver Buddhist Temples
1947 Lawrence Street
Denver, Colorado 80202
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Address Service Requested

Due to unexpected and extended absence (of the Editor) this November temple news-
letter has been pushed out in less than perfect appearance for scheduling and informa-

TRI-STATE/DENVER
BUDDHIST TEMPLES

1947 Lawrence St.
Denver, CO 80202

Phone: 303-295-1844
Email:

www.tsdbt.org

tion-sharing purposes. Please accept it —warts and all.

The December issue promises a return to proper formatting and content.

If you wish to place Seasonal Greetings in the January 2018 issue, please submit your
greetings with a $5-$10 printing donation to the Temple office, no later than December
10, 2017—deadlines are firm and unforgiving.

Thank you for your readership and understanding.

Gassho,
Donna Inouye

Temple Reflections Editor

How To Become a Temple Member

The method for becoming a
Tri-State/Denver Buddhist
Temple member is simple. If
you answer the initial questions
of, “Do you like it here?” and
“Do you wish to keep the
Dharma available to yourself
and others?” in the affirmative
— you have completed the first
of three steps. Time to move
on to Step #2.

Step #2: Obtain a Membership
Application form; fill it out and
return it to the Temple office.
You have the option of making
annual, quarterly or monthly
payments. Currently, we can
accept cash, check or PayPal
payments. When you turn in
your application with payment,
you will be assigned a Member-
ship number (used for internal
tracking purposes). Congratula-
tions. You are almost done —
please proceed to the final step
#3.

Step #3 is perhaps the easiest
(most generous) measure of all.
Simply stated this final step in
becoming a temple member is
“more or less” up to you. You
can join an affiliated group — or
not. You can volunteer as a
teacher, Board Director, main-
tenance labor, etc. — or not.
You can attend extra learning
classes — or not. You can par-
ticipate in Sangha activities (i.e.
Turkey Bingo, mochi tsuki,
Cherry Blossom Festival, etc.)
— or not. In other words, the
quality and quantity of your
membership is well within your
control.

So, congratulations! I'm certain
your curiosity about TSDBT
Membership is founded upon a
certain amount of desire. Now
that you see how easy it is to
become a Member, we eagerly
await your paperwork and
friendship. Please speak to any

of us to get started:

Membership Committee
Contact Information
Donna Inouye
dinouye@tsdbt.or

Joni Sakaguchi
jsak5280@centurylink.net

Gayle Goto
ggoto(@comcast.net

Amy Nitta
amynitta@gmail.com

Zak Umetani
zumetani@gmail.com
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